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MEMCRANDUM FOR: Deputy Director {Eupport)
SUBJECT : Geveral Cowmeal's Functions - Killien Committes:

1. Disregarding the logal services that are similar to those
elsevhere in Governuent, the following are the main points that make
our work somevhat different:

a. Our basic and enadbling legisglation bas provisions
and suthorities which are unigue in Joverment, particularly
in funding end expenditure powers and exceptions from norsal
Governuent review procedures. It is the lawyers' Job to
sscertain requirements for such legislation and to draft soc
interpret such laws.

b. The Director Las expenfiiture authority wiiech 1is pot
reviewsble outside the Agency, snd in the exercise of that
authority this O0ffice ncts in place of the Comptroller Ueteral.
The philosophy is to follow, insofar ss practiceble, stanfard
Goveruasnt principles but to assure that those Agsncy activitivs
whieh ecannot follow cuch principles ere supported Cfinsncislly
in an effective mmuner.

¢. The Agency is exempt from the Classification Act and
the Director has suthority to terminate any employee when se
deems 1t in the natiomnl interest. Buch authority is not
subject %o Civil Service Commission reviev. Bgployee statue
and problems involved in esployment and termipation of persomy:l
present legal questions not encountered elsewhare, Similsrly,
the Agency employs throughout the world s variety of people in
various different capacities, meny of which are not consirtent
with or even permissible under the authorities of other agengics.

25X1

Approved For Release 2003/08/27 : CIA-RDP78;Q4Z‘1,4,8\»i0«[‘1_023,9%140057-1
2% FEERLY k)
‘ I

UENTIAL




P

Approved For Release 2003/08MP7QQWE&Q€&¥£J—AL

problems created by eover and sacurily aTe a TS
The liquidation of operntional projects are oconsionally metien
for lawyers toc handle, hbut the legal deterainations must be nawls:
with due regard for the requivaments of the covert operaticni,.

2, In addition to the fields discussed sbove, thae wide reage <f
Agency interests has put us in touch with all mepects of the laJ, even
such spacial fields se adeiralty, divorce, international, copyrlght eni
patent law. The specislized relstiocm of the intelligmoe arm of the
Executive to the Congressional end Judielsl branches is @& whole book
in itself., Throughout all the problems mentioned above rums tae
fundsmental difference from norsel Jovernment coumseling that we arc
unsble bhecause of security and operational considerations to gensuly
with the normal Govermmeat nuthorities in these matters and aceept
thelr rulings in specific cuses.

s
LAWRENCE HOUSTOUR
Genersl Counsel
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